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MULTTOAND ANTENNA 

This invention relates to antennas, particularly but not exclusively for installation in cars or 
other vehicles. 

With the increasing amount of media broadcasting including the new digital audio 
broadcasting (DAB) there is an increased need for a single antenna system to cover all bands. 
5 Ideally a system for an on car antenna should be small, low cost and unobtrusive. For most 
automobile communication systems a standard wire mast antenna or whip antenna is used but 
this is obtrusive on a car and suscq^tible to damage. Additional band requirements could 
lead to additional obtrusive antennas. 

A printed or wire antenna being low profile is a good alternative and can be mounted 
10 confonnally. One such fonn of antenna is disclosed in Helical and Spiral Antennas by 
Hisamatsu Nakano (Research Sudies Press Ltd. 1987). Chapter II describes a two-wire 
square spiral antenna in which two arms of the spiral extend outwards from a feed at the 
centre of the spiral. This antenna radiates when the circumference of the spiral is about two 
wavelengths, the resultant radiation usually being circularly polarised. 

15 The present invention adopts a completely different approach, namely a single-wire polygonal 
spiral whose radiating frequency bands are related to the overall length of the wire and the 
proximity of the successive turns of the spiral to each other. Although discussed for 
convenience in the context of a transmitting antennat the invention of course applies equally 
to an anteima used in a receiving mode. 



20 According to the invention there is provided a RF antenna comprising a single conductor 
arranged in polygonal spiral form, and means for connecting the conductor to an antenna feed 
at or adjacent one end of the conductor » the other end of the conductor being open-circuited, 
the polygonal spiral form comprising successive linear sections each forming an angle with 
a succeeding or preceding one, the total length of the conductor and the spacing of adjacent 

25 co-extending sections being such tliat the antenna exhibits resonances in a plurality of 
frequency bands. 

1 
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Preferably, ihe length of the sections and the angles between them are such that the antenna 
is linearly polarised. 

Preferably, opposite sides of the generally spii"al form comprises at least three major sides 
which are markedly non-parallel with each other. 

5 The invention may fiinher be described as a RF antenna comprising a single conductor 
arranged in a generally spiral form, and means for connecting the conductor to an antenna 
feed at or adjacent one end of the conductor, the other end of the conductor being open- 
circuited, wherein the envelope of the generally spiral form comprises three, four or five 
major sides which are markedly non-paraDel with each other, *e total length of the 
10 conductor and the spacing of adjacent co-extending sections being such thai the antenna 
exhibits resonances in a plurality of frequency bands. 

The invention may still farther be described as a RF antenna comprising a single conductor 
arranged in a generally spiral form, and means for connecting the conduaor to an antenna 
feed at or adjacent one end of the conductor, the other end of the conductor being opcn- 
IS circuited, the envelope of the spiral form comprising three major sides disposed so as to lie 
in a triangular relationship, the total length of tlie conductor and the spacing of adjacent co- 
extending sections being such that the anteima exhibits resonances in a plurality of frequency 
bands. Preferably the one end is the outer end. 

An end of each major side may merge with an end of an adjoining major side. The lengths 
20 and angles between the major sides may be such that the antenna is linearly polarised. 

It will be appreciated that the sgiral need not be strictly planar; for example the anteima can 
be conformed to a slightly curved surface such as a vehicle window or body panel. Indeed, 
especially if the antenna is mounted in a concealed location, it could be markedly non-planar 
25 eg. in the form of a helical spiral, provided that the functional requirements are achieved. 

The aspect ratio of an overall envelope of the spiral form may be chosen such that the 
anteima has a required ratio of longimdinal and vertical polarisation* The overall envelope 

2 
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of the spiral form may be substantially in the shape of an equiangulaririangle. Alternatively, 
it may be in the shape of an isosceles triangle, and preferably, in use, a top side of the 
overall envelope of the spiral is shoner than the other two sides of the overall envelope. 

Co-exiensive parts of the spiral fonn may extend parallel lo each other. In a particular form 
of the antenna, when the antenna is disposed generally upright, from its one end the 
conductor may be adapted to extend upwardly at an angle, then generally horizontally, then 
generally downwardly at an angle to a point adjacent its one end, thereby forming a first 
outer side, a top outer side and a second outer side, respectively, and then to extend 
upwardly, horizontally and downwardly within the outer sides to form a first inner side, a 
top inner side and a second inner side, respectively. Preferably, the first and cop inner sides 
are each approximately 0.8 as long as the respective first and top outer sides, and the spacing 
between the first outer side and first inner side and between the top outer side and the top 
inner side are each approximately 0.1 of the length of the first outer side. The second inner 
side may be approximately one-third the length of the second outer side. 

15 By "generally coextensive sections" is meant sections of the spiral form, which whilst not 
necessarily of the same length, extend generally alongside and preferably parallel to each 
Other. 

One end of the conductor may be an outer end of the spiral form. 

The antenna may also also comprise a snib antenna extending from the one end of the 
20 conductor so as to be alongside an outermost portion of the spiral form, the stub antenna 
providing a required additional resonant frequency. 

In the particular form of the antenna described above, the smb antenna preferably extends 
from the one end of the conductor so as to be alongside the first outer side and, more 
preferably, is approximately 0.4 the length of the first outer side. Even more preferably, the 
25 spacing of the smb antenna from the first outer side is approximately 0.1 the length of the 
stub antenna. In this configuration, the antenna has resonant frequencies at approximately 
100 MHz and 220 MHz. 

3 



5 



10 



DEC 05 2001 11:40 



020 7830 0001 PAGE. 10 



05-DEC-2001 17:35 MfiTHYS & SQUIRE 020 7830 0001 P. 11/50 

WO 00/77884 PCT/GBOO/02274 

The antenna may be mourned on a substrate for anadunent to a window or other suriace. 

The antenna may comprise a ground plane functionally adjacent the conductor. 

Alternatively the antenna may be in combination widi a further said antenna, the two 
antennas being arranged as a dipole. 

5 The invention also provides a window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment 
comprising an antenna as set forth above. 

The window or panel may form a dielectric between the antenna and the ground plane. 

In another aspect the invention provides a method of manufacturing an antenna, comprising 
disposing or defining a conductor in a polygonal spiral fonn with a feed connection at or 
10 adjacent one end thereof, selecting the spacing between adjacent co-extensive sections of the 
polygonal spiral form and/or an overall length of the conductor such that the antenna has a 
plurality of required resonant frequencies. P]*eferably» the length and angles between 
successive sections of the polygonal spiral fonn are selected such that the antenna has a 
required ratio of horizontal and vertical polarisation. 

15 Preferred features of the present invention will now be described, by way of example only, 
with reference to the accompany drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates a first embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 2 illustrates a second embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 3 is a more detailed view of the antenna of Figure 1; 

20 Figure 4 illustrates a third embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 5 shows the frequency response of the antenna of Figure 3; 
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Figure 6 shows the frequency response of an antenna with conductor length of 1 lOmm; 

Figure 7 shows the polar radiation pattern of the antenna of Figure 3. 

Figures 8 to 14 fijrtber Ulustrate the effects of varying the overaU length of an equiangular 
triangular spiral antenna and varying the spacing of its turns. 

5 Figures 15, 16 and 17 ilhistraie liirther possible shapes of an antenna according to the 
invention. 

Figures 18 to 21 are drawings illustrating triangular antenna radiation polarisation. 

Figure 1 shows the basic shape of one type of antenna according to the invention. It is in 
the form of a triangular spiral 10 in which the toduded angles between adjacent sides 12, 14 
10 are equal (60'Jje. each turn of the Spiral, and the overall envelope of the spiral, is 
substantially an equiJangular triangle. 

The spiral consists of a single length of wire having .a-tenninal for connection at its outer end 
18 to one conductor of a co-axial transmission line. The antenna is disposed adjacent a 
ground plane 20, which has a terminal 22 for connection to the other (shielding) conductor 
15 of the co-axial line. Alternatively, a coplanar pair or other suitable transmission line may 
be used. 

The spiral 10 may conveniently be printed on or embodied in the rear or other window of 
a motor vehicle, by known techniques, the ground plane 20 being provided by an adjacent 
metal panel of the car body in which the wmdow is fined. 



20 



Thus, in particular, the roof of the vehicle can be utilised as the ground plane. . With die 
increasmg use of plastics or other non-metallic materials for vehicle body panels and bumpers 
(fenders) and other vehicle body fitments, it alternatively may be convenient to embody the 
antenna on or in one of these parts. The antenna could be provided as a wire enclosed in 
a flexible film for this purpose. 
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The lowest (fundamenial) resonant frequency is deiennined by ibe overall length and number 
of turns of the spiral. Because the position of the outer end is determined by the terminal 
18, the innermost side of the spiral 24 may be foreshonened, eg. in Figure 3, A further 
resonant frequency is attained from the spacing of the co-extensive corresponding parts of 
5 the spiral. 

A swb antenna 26 is provided alongside and parallel to the outermost side 28 lo provide 
another resonant frequency, as discussed below. Further stub antennas may be provided, 
preferably extending generally parallel to antenna 26 to provide yet further resonant 
frequencies in other bands. The resonant frequency of the stub antenna is determined 
10 primarily by its length, but may also be affected by reactive coupling to an adjacent portion 
of the antenna. 

An alternative form of antenna is shown in Figure 2. Here, two triangular spirals 10 as 
already described are arranged relative to each other so as to form a dipole, the ground plane 
being dispensed with. The tenninals 18, 20 preferably are connected to a balanced 
IS transmission line or to a twisted pair with balun, as known per se. 

Referring to Figure 3, the dimensions of the spiral 10 of Figure 1 are given, as determined 
in a prototype which gives mixed polarisation coverage for the following bands: 

AM (140*283KHz St S26-1607KHz) 
FM European (88-108MHz) or Japan 76-90MHz) 
20 DABl (217.5^230MHz) 

DAB2 (1452-1492MHZ) 

Other frequency bands can be covered by choosing suitable dimensions for the stnioure, as 
discussed below. The antenna can incorporate an amplifier to give increased sensitivity at 
each band. 

25 The side projection stub 26 provides matching at the higher frequency band (DAB2) and die 
remaining spiral geometry sets the lower frequency bands. The resonant frequencies of the 
triangular spiral can be changed by varying the values of h (the height of the antexma) and 
d (the conductor spacing). By varying the value of d the inductance between adjacent parts 

6 
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of the antenna changes and hence the loading of the structure changes, thereby changing the 
effective electrical length of antenna. The overaU length of the line consiiniting the spiral 
antenna also can be increased or decreased thus changing the operating band frequencies and 
the number of operating bands. The geometry may also change so that the number of turns 
5 on the spiral increases or decreases, depending on the overall length. 

The spiral shown in Figure 3 has equal angles. If the angles arc changed, hence changing 
the aspect ratio, for example as shown in Figure 4 so that the shape becomes akin to an 
isosceles rather than an equilangular triangle, then the ratio of vertical polarisation lo 
horizontal polarisation power radiated will change. This is useful where mixed polarisation 
10 broadcasting is used such as FM radio and TV in the UK and provides easy adjustment with 
this type of antenna. 

The synthesis of an antenna design from first principles is mathematically complicated, and 
design can with advantage be approached empirically. The main principles are as follows: 

The overall length of conductor in the spiral determines the lowest operating frequency, 
15 hence a long antenna will operate at a lower frequenqr while a short antenna will operate at 
a higher frequency. 

The stub 26 determines the frequency of the highest band - it resonates as a X/2 monopole. 
modified by its proxlmiiy to the main conductor. 

The gap between the adjacent nuns or parts thereof affects several parameters. In effect the 
20 gap determines the mutual coupling between the conductors: 
a nanow gap leads to a shorter antenna; 
the gap width tunes the intermediate frequency band; 

the width of the gap determines the frequent bandwidth at the lower bands - 
increasing the gap increases the bandwidth; 
25 - differential gaps can be set between the sides - in other words the gaps are not all 
equal between each aim - this allows adjustment of the bandwidtbs of different 
frequency bands; 

7 
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horizontal to vertical polarisation ratio Ts deiennined by the lengths and selective 
angles of the major sides as discussed hereafter with reganl to Figure 18. 

Figure 5 plots the resonances of the antenna of figure 3. There are resonant frequency bands 
near lOOMHz, 220MHz and 1470MHz. The AM band does not utUise a resonant structure. 
5 Figure 6 shows the effect of increasing the overall length from 65mm as in Figure 3 to 
1 10mm. The number of resonances increases with new resonances at 370 and 480MH2, and 
the lowest frequency of resonance reduces to 40MHz. 

Sensitivity (gain) tests show that the perfonnance of the antenna is comparable with mast 
antennas. The bandwidth at all bands can be improved with an active matching circuit which 
10 can also provide gain and hence the possftiliiy of improved sensitivity. 

The radiation patterns in Figure 7 show the comparison between the triangular spiral antenna 
of Figure 3 mounted on die rear passenger side window of a car and a reference monopole 
mounted on the roof of the same car. The gain of the active spiral is higher than that of the 
monopole except for a null near 40" due to blocking by the c-pillar on the car. The paneni 
15 off-car is symmetrical and voy similar to a monopete. - 

Figures 8 to 12 fiirther illustrate the effects of varying the overall length of an equiangular 
niangular spiral antenna and the spacing of its niras. Each plot is of return loss (dB) against 
frequency (MHz) of an antenna configured as in Figure Sc. Tlie lenirn loss equates to the 
matching of the antenna VSWR. the deeper and wider the nulls (more negaUve on the plot), 
20 the better the matching and the bandwidth. 

Figure 8a shows the return loss of an antenna having an overaU length of 135mm, and a 
separation d of 10mm. Figure 8b shows the return loss for the same antenna with d 
increased to 15mm. This results in a deeper null at 95MHz, (ie. bener matching of the 
resonance to die European FM broadcast band) and a slightly improved bandwidth. However 
25 die resonance 275MH2 is much more dependent on the spacing d and is moved to about 
220MHz, and is made much wider, resulting m better matching of the antenna to the DAB 
1 band over a wider bandwidth. 
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The resonance for the European FM band can be maintained for varying antenna lengths by 
varying the spacing d. Increasing d with length can maintain this resonance at an 
approximately constant frequency, but the higher resonance at 200 + MHz moves, so this 
resonance effectively can be tuned. Thus, Figure 9 (length = 63mm, d = 3mm), Figure 10 
5 (length = 100mm, d =? 5mm), Figure 11 (length = 177mm d = 20mmj and Figure 12 
(length = 195mm d = 25mm) and also Figure 8b (length = 135mm d = 15mm) show that 
an antenna for the European FM band (88-108 MHz) and the DAB 1 band (217.5-230 MHz) 
can be achieved with various combinations of antenna length and spacing. Thus there is 
considerable flexibility to tailor the antenna to the space available. 

10 The FM band is approximately 3 metres wavelength. An antenna tbat has an approximate 
diameter of one-half wavelength will exhibit circular polarisation. The dimensions of the 
antenna shown in Figure 3 has a cross-dimension (one comer to the middle of an opposite 
side) that is much less than one-half wavelengtli, and thus this antenna has negligible circular 
polarisation. 

Figures 13 and 14 illustrate still further the effects of varying the spacing between the tans 
of a triangular spiral antenna. Figure 13 illustrates the configuration of the antenna. It has 
a first outer side 100, a top outer side 101, a second outer side 102, first inner side 103, and 
top inner side 104. The first outei" side 100 and first inner side 103 are parallel and spaced 
from each other by the gap ''b". The top outer side 101 and top inner side 104 are parallel 
and spaced from each other by the gap ''a" . With the overall length of the antenna fixed and 
the gap "a" fixed at lOnmi, gzp "b" was varied between 5mm and 30mm to examine the 
effect on resonant frequency and bandwidth. The resultant tuning and bandwidth are shown 
in Figure 14. 

From Figure 14 it can be seen that the frequency bands of interest are centred on l(K)MHz 
25 and 220MHz. At lOOMHz, increasing gap "b" increases the resonant frequency. Increasing 
gap "b** significantly widens the band (bandwidth). At 220MHz, the resonant frequency is 
approximately constant. The width of the band (at *5dB on Figure 14) is affeaed only 
slightly by the size of gap 'b*'. 
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Several variations based on ihe foregoing principles are evident. For example, the spiral may 
be in the fonn of a regular or irregular triangle (adjacent pans of each mm of the conductor 
remaining parallel) in which opposite sides are markedly non-parallel, or the spiral may be 
arranged in some other regular , or irregular polygonal shape. An inegular quadrilateral 
5 spiral, for example, can behave similarly to a triangular one, especially if one side of the 
quadrilateral is much shorter than the others so that its overall envelope tapers sharply to one 
end, as shown in Figure 15. Regular polygons with six or more sides are unlikely to be 
effective, since they are approaching a circular outline, but a regular (Figure 16) or irregular 
polygon may have utility. For example, an irregular hexagon in which very short sides 

10 alternate with long ones results in a generally triangular envelope with the comers of the 
triangle 'chamfered-off , as shown in Figure 17. Such a configuration is effectively 
triangular and can be expeaed to behave as such. Effectively the three major sides 30. 32, 
34 lie in a triangular relationship and are joined together and to the remainder of the spiral 
by intervening shon sides 36, 38, 40. In contrast, in the triangular spiral of Figure 1 or the 

15 quadrilateral or pentagonal spirals of Figures 15 and 16 , each major side defining the 
envelope (42, 44, 46, 48 in Figure 15) has an end which merges with an end of an adjoining 
major side. The principle remains to determine resonant frequencies by adjusting the overall 
length, and/or the spacing of the adjacent parts of the conductor, and/or by adjusting the 
aspect ratio. Adjacent lengths of conductor should normally be generally parallel, although 
20 non-parallel configurations may be found advantageous in some cases eg. for control of 
bandwidth. 

Still in accordance with the foregoing principles, the antenna feed may be at the inner end 
of the spiral rather than the end. In that case the stub anteima 26 also is arranged at the 
inner end of the spiral. 

25 Figure 18 illustrates how relative horizontally and vertically polarised radiation can be 
adjusted. The figure shows an antenna having a triangular outer envelope and comprised of 
five connected linear sections T to 'S' as shown. The radiation from the conductor is linear 
and the current decays as it travels along the arms so fliat it is strongest in arm 1 and weakest 
in arm 5. If the decay is linear, then on average arm 1 has S times the current of ann S. 
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Figure 19 illustrates the currents in the five arms of the Figure 18 antenna resolved into 
horizontal and vertical vectors. The number under each of the vectors corresponds to the 
arm with the same number in Figure 18. Figure 20 illustrates the cunents present if arm 5 
is removed, and Figure 21 illustrates the currents present if both aims 4 and 5 arc removed. 

5 Thus the relative strengths of the polarised radiation can be changed. In this simple 
illustration the resonant frequencies also v/ill change with the change in length and 
configuration of the antenna, but the principle of adjusting the radiation vectors can be 
applied together with the other design principles set out earlier, especially by changing the 
lengths and relative angles of the sections of the polygonal antenna. 

10 Each feature disclosed in this specification (which lenn includes ihe claims) and/or shown 
in the drawings may be incoiporaied in the invention independently of other disclosed and/or 
illustrated feanires. 

Statements in this specification of ifae objects or advantages of the invention relate to 
preferred embodiments of the invention, but not necessarily to all embodimeats of ihe 
IS invention falling within the claims. 

The text of the abstract filed herewith is repeated here as part of the specification. 

A RF antenna comprises a single conductor arranged in a generally spiral triangular form, 
and means for connecting the conductor to an antenna feed at or adjacent one end of the 
spiral, the other end of the spiral being open-c'ucuited. 
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CLAIMS: 



1 . A RF anienna comprising a single conductor arranged in polygonal spiral form, and 
means for connecting the conductor to an antenna feed at or adjacent one end of the 
conductor, the other end of the conductor being open-circuited, the polygonal spiral 
form comprising successive linear sections each forming an angle with a succeeding 
or preceding one, the total length of the conductor and the spacing of adjacent co- 
extending sections being such that the antenna exhibits resonances in a plurality of 
frequency bands. 

2. An antenna as claimed in claim 1, wherein the lengths of the seaions and the aisles 
between them are such that the antenna is linearly polarised. 

3. An anteima as in claim 1 or 2. wherein opposite sides of the generally spiral form 
comprises at least three major sides which are markedly non-parallel with each other. 

4. A RF antenna comprising a single conductor arranged in a generally spiral form, and 
means for connecting the conduaor to .an antenna feed at or adjacent one end of the 
conductor, the other end of the conductor being open-circuited, wherein the envelope 
of the generally spiral form comprises three, four or five major sides which are 
markedly non-parallel with each other, the total length of the conductor and the 
spacing of adjacent co-extending sections being such that the antenna exhibits 
resonances in a plurality of frequency bands. 

5. A RF antenna comprising a single conductor arranged in a generally spiral form, and 
means for connecting the conductor to an antenna feed at or adjacent one end of the 
conductor* the other end of the conductor being open-circuited, the envelope of the 
spiral form comprising three major sides disposed so as to lie in a triangular 
relationship, the total length of the conductor and the spacing of adjacent co-extending 
sections being such that the antenna exhibits resonances in a plurality of frequency 
bands. 
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7. 



8. 



9. 



10. 



11. 



12. 



An antenna as in any of claims 3, 4 or 5, wherein an end of each major side merges 
with an end of an adjoining major side. 

An antenna as claimed in any of claims 3, 4 or 5, wherein the lengths and angles 
between the major sides are such that the antenna is linearly polarised. 

An amcmia as claimed in claim 7. wherein the aspect ratio of the overall envelope of 
the spiral form is chosen such that the amoina has a required ratio of horizomal and 
vertical polarization. 

An antenna as claimed in any of claims 4 to 8, wherein an overall envelope of the 
spiral form is substantially in the shape of an equiangular triangle. 

An anienna as claimed in any of claims 4 to 8, wherein an overall envelope of the 
spiral form is substantially in the shape of an isosceles triangle. 

An antenna as claimed in claim 10, wherein, when the anienna is disposed generally 
upright, a top side of the overall envelope of the spiral form is shorter than the other 
rwo sides of the overall envelope. 

An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein co*extensive pans of the 
spiral form extend generally parallel to each other. 

An antenna as claimed in claim 9, wherein, when the antenna is disposed generally 
upright, from its one end the conductor is adapted to extend upwardly at an angle, 
then generally faorizontaljy, then generally downwardly at an angle to a point adjacent 
its one end, thereby forming a first outer side, a top outer side and a second outer 
side, respectively, and then to extend upwardly, horizontally and downwardly within 
the outer sides to form a first inner side, a top inner side and a second inner side, 
respectively. 



DEC 05 2001 11:43 



020 7830 0001 PAGE. 20 



05-DEC-2001 17:39 MATHYS & SQUIRE 

WO 00/77884 



020 7830 0001 P. 21/50 
^ PCT/GBOO/02274 



14. An antenna as claimed in claim 13, wherein the flm and top inner sides are each 
approximately 0.8 as long as the respective first and top outer sides, and wherein the 
spacing between the first outer side and Hrst inner side and between the top outer side 
and the top inner side are each approximately 0.1 of the length of the first outer side. 

15. An antenna as claimed in claim 14, wherein the second inner side is approximately 
one-third the length of the second outer side. 

16. An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim* wherein the one end of the conductor 
is an outer end of the spiral form. 

17. An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, and also comprising a stub antenna 
extending from the one end of the conductor so as to be alongside an outennost 
portion of the spiral form, the stub antenna providing a required additional resonant 
frequency. 

18. An antenna as claimed in claim 13, 14 or IS, and also comprising a stub antenna 
extending from the one end of the conductor so as to be alongside the first outer side. 

19. An antenna as claimed in claim 18, wherein the smb antenna is approximately 0.4 the 
length of the first outer side. 

20. An amenna as claimed in claim 19, wherem the spacing of the stub antenna from the 
first outer side is approximately 0.1 the length of the stub antenna. 

21 . An antenna as claimed in claim 20, wherein the antenna has resonant frequencies at 
approximately 100 MHz and 220 MHz. 

22. An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, funher comprising a ground plane 
funaionally adjacent the conductor. 
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24. 



25. 



26. 



An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, in combination with a further said 
antenna, the two antennas being arranged as a dipole. 

An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, mounted on a substrate for attachment 
to a window or other surface. 

A window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment comprising an antenna as 
claimed in any preceding claim. 

A window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment as claimed in claim 2S, 
wherein the window or body panel fomis a dielectric between the antenna and the 
ground plane. 

A method of manufacturing an antenna, comprising disposing or defining a conductor 
in a polygonal spiral form with a feed connection at or adjacent one end thereof, 
selecting the spacing between adjacent co-extensive seaions of the polygonal spiral 
form and/or an overall length of the conductor such that the antenna has a plurality 
of required resonant frequencies. 

A method as claimed in claim 27 comprising selecting the length and angles between 
successive sections of the polygonal spiral form such thai che antenna has a required 
ratio of horizontal and vertical polarisation. 
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Drawings, slieets: 

1/10-10/10 as published 

2, With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application'was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the International application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
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No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-28 
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Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . Althougli claims 1 , 4 and 5 have been drafted as separate independent claims, 
they appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each 
other only with regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is 
sough. The aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and do not meet 
the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

2. Claims 1 , 4, 5 and 27 define the antenna and associated manufacturing method in 
terms of their function ("exhibit resonance in a plurality of frequency bands"). 
However, the description and drawings convey the impression that this function 
can only be carried out in a particular way, and no alternative means are 
envisaged. Hence, the claims are not supported by the description as required by 
Article 6 PCT. 

3. Moreover, because the claims are defined in terms of their function the matter for 
which protection is sought is not actually defined. The claims attempt to define the 
subject-matter in terms of the result to be achieved, which merely amounts to a 
statement of the underlying problem. "Exhibiting resonances in a plurality of 
frequency bands" is what every antenna designer is looking for, the real invention 
is to choose a particular geometry of the antenna conductors so that this result is 
attained. 

The choice of this type of definition implies that it is not possible to determine the 
full extend of the protection given by the claims (it is not possible to list all designs, 
for example all polygons, that .will exhibit the claimed property). 
The claims should be rewritten in terms of how the effect is to be achieved, i.e. by 
claiming the particular geometry (orientation and length of conductors, etc... or 
design formulas) that is necessary for multiple resonance to take place. 

4. The applicants may think that their claims should be read as restricted by the 
examples given in the description. As this is not the case for all national 
examination authorities, this is not possible for the PCT procedure either. They 
may also feel that a claim listing the antenna geometry in more details will be 
more limited. This is true, and actually necessary to ensure that the extent of the 
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protection given by the claims match the extent of the actual invention. This is not 
an undue limitation, but a direct consequence of Rule 6.3(a) PCT (see also Item 
V, point 4 below). 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 ■ Because of the present lacl< of clarity of the claims, a full examination of novelty 
and inventive step is not possible. However, no objection is made under section 
III, because a document so relevant was found that an objection of lack of 
inventive step can be made. 

2. Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : CHEN J ET AL: 'FDTD ANALYSIS OF PRINTED SQUARE SPIRAL ANTENNAS FOR 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS' IEEE ANTENNAS AND PROPAGATION SOCIETY 
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM,US,NEW YORK, NY: IEEE, 14 July 1997 (1997-07-14), pages 
1550-1553, XP000790509 ISBN: 0-7803-4179-1 

3. It should be prima facie obvious from fig, 1 and 4 of D1 , that this document 
discloses a polygonal spiral antenna with multiple resonance. The polygon used in 
D1 is a square. 

Classical spiral antenna design encompass spirals with one, two or four branches. 
The spiral used in D1 is a dual, dipole, spiral. D1 however makes it clear that the 
particular square shape of its spiral enables a wider bandwidth. It would therefore 
be straightforward to try this square shape for other classical spiral designs. 
Trying this square shape for a single spiral would lead to the claimed antenna 
design, therefore this design lacks inventive step. 

4. The claims should be amended to overcome the objections of lack of clarity and 
inventive step. It appears that the most reasonable way would be to restrict the 
claims to triangle spirals with a stub antenna, as this appears to be the design 
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intended fronn the description (see page 7). 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT), 

2. To meet the requirements of Rule 6.3 (b) PCT, the independent claims should be 
properly cast in the two part form, with those features which are part of the prior 
art (see document D1) being placed in the preamble. 
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The antenna may be mounted on a substrate for attachment to a window or other surface. 

The antenna may comprise a ground plane fimctionally adjacent the conductor. 

Alternatively the antenna may be in combination with a further said antenna, the two 
antennas being arranged as a dipole. 

5 The invention also provides a window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment 
comprising an antenna as set forth above. 

The window or panel may form a dielectric between the antenna and the ground plane. 

In another aspect the invention provides a method of manufacturing an anteima, comprising 
disposing or defining a single conductor in a polygonal spiral form with a feed connection 
10 at or adjacent one end thereof, selecting the spacing between adjacent co-extensive sections 
of the polygonal spiral form and/or an overall length of the conductor such that the antenna 
has a plurality of required resonant frequencies. Preferably, the length and angles between 
successive sections of the polygonal spiral form are selected such that the antenna has a 
required ratio of horizontal and vertical polarisation. 

15 Preferred features of the present invention will now be described, by way of example only, 
with reference to the accompany drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates a first embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 2 illustrates a second embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 3 is a more detailed view of the antenna of Figure 1; 

20 Figure 4 illustrates a third embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 5 shows the frequency response of the antenna of Figure 3; 

4 
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An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, in combination with a further said 
antenna, the two antennas being arranged as a dipole. 

An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, mounted on a substrate for attachment 
to a window or other surface. 

A window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment comprising an antenna as 
claimed in any preceding claim. 

A window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment as claimed in claim 25, 
wherein the window or body panel forms a dielectric between the antenna and the 
groxmd plane. 

A method of manufacturing an antenna, comprising disposing or defining a single 
conductor in a polygonal spiral form with a feed connection at or adjacent one end 
thereof, and selecting the spacing between adjacent co-extensive sections of the 
polygonal spiral form and/or an overall length of the conductor such that the antenna 
has a plurality of required resonant frequencies. 

A method as claimed in claim 27 comprising selecting the length and angles between 
successive sections of the polygonal spiral form such that the antenna has a required 
ratio of horizontal and vertical polarisation. 
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The antenna may be mounted on a substrate for attachment to a wmdow or other surface. 

The antenna may comprise a ground plane functionally adjacent the conductor. 

Alternatively the antenna may be in combination with a further said antenna, the two 
antennas being arranged as a dipole. 



5 The invention also provides a window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment 
comprising an antenna as set forth above. 

The window or panel may form a dielectric between the antenna and the ground plane. 

In another aspect the invention provides a method of manufacturing an antenna, comprising 
disposing or defining a conductor in a polygonal spiral form with a feed connection at or 
10 adjacent one end thereof, selecting the spacing between adjacent co-extensive sections of the 
polygonal spiral form and/or an overall length of the conductor such that the anteima has a 
plurality of required resonant frequencies. Preferably, the length and angles between 
successive sections of the polygonal spiral form are selected such that the antenna has a 
required ratio of horizontal and vertical polarisation. 

15 Preferred features of the present invention will now be described, by way of example only, 
with reference to the accompany drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates a first embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 2 ^illustrates a second embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 3 is a more detailed view of the anteima of Figure 1; 

20 Figure 4 illustrates a third embodiment of the antenna of the invention; 

Figure 5 shows the frequency response of the antenna of Figure 3; 
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% >cv An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, in combination with a further said 



antenna, the two antennas being arranged as a dipole. 



24. An antenna as claimed in any preceding claim, mounted on a substrate for attachment 
to a window or other surface. 



25. A window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment comprising an antenna as 
claimed in any preceding claim. 

26. A window or vehicle body panel or other vehicle fitment as claimed in claim 25, 
wherein the window or body panel forms a dielectric between the antenna and the 
ground plane. 

27. A method of manufacturing an antenna, comprising disposing or defining a conductor 
in a polygonal spiral form with a feed connection at or adjacent one end thereof, 
selecting the spacing between adjacent co-extensive sections of the polygonal spiral 
form and/or an overall length of the conductor such that the antenna has a plurality 
of required resonant frequencies. 

28. A method as claimed in claim 27 comprising selecting the length and angles between 
successive sections of the polygonal spiral form such that the antenna has a required 
ratio of horizontal and vertical polarisation. 
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International Filing Pjatc , 



Name of receiving Office.and;*PCTIn{en>aclonal Application' 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
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Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION 
MULTIBAND ANTENNA 




Box No. U APFUCANT 


Name andaddress: lFamilynamJ6Uowedby8ivenname:Jora k^d entity. M official daigj^^^ 
Thfndft'ffT '""^^ P"M^ coid and name ofeotmtrv. mcommfi^taMrtmndkcud in ihvs 

Harada Industries (Europe) Limited 
Bell Heath Way 
Woodgate Business Park 
Clapgate Lane 
Birmingham 632 3BZ 
United kingdom 


j 1 This person is also inventor. 


Telephone No. 
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Suue una. is. courury) of nauonaUt^j^^^^jj ^^^^^^^ 


Stt« m U, <cun^) Of r«i<j5|!Jj5^p ^^^^^^ 


This DCrson is applicant rn all duinuted rai all designated Sutcs exeepi 1 1 the United States 1 | the State; indicated m 
for the puJposc^ or □ States ^ IXJ the UniSd States of Aweifca LJ of America only LJ the Supplemental Box 


Box No. ra FURTHER AFPUCANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a tega! «niy, fidl official destgnanm. 
The address must include postal code and name of country. The counlrv of the address mdiaued in this 
Box is the applicant's State (that is, cottniry) of residence if no State of resmnct u wdicaud below.) 

LANGLEY: Richard Jonathan 
Harada European Technology Centre 
Electronic Engineering Laboratory 
University of Kent 
Canterbury, Kent GT2 7NT 
United Kingdom 


This person is: 
j I applicant only 

|X| applicant and inventor 

1 1 inventor only (9 this check-box 
is marked do not fill in below.) 


Stale (that is,country] of nationality: 

UNITED KINGDOM 


State (that is, country) of residence: 

UNITED KINGDOM 


This ncrson is aoDlicant l~| dl desienaied 1"^ oil desienated Stiites except y the United Staiw 1 1 the Sifli« indicated In 
l^l^t^^^^UT Usttttt^ LJSictSlSsiaiesofAmei?ca X of America only LJ ;he Supplemental Box 


[ 1 Further applicants and/or (further) inventors arc indicated on a continuation sheet 


BoxNo.rV AGENTORCOMMONREPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 


The person idenii fied below is hereby/has been appointed to act on behalf [V] V~ 1 common representative 
of the applicftnt($) before the competent IntemaiionaJ Authorities as: i— l i — i 


Name and address: (lamih name fblbwedby given name; for a legal entity, fidl official designation. 
The address must uiciiuk postal code am name ofcouniry.) 

MOIR; MICHAEL CHRISTOPHER 

MATHYS & SQUIRE 

100 Gra/e Inn Road 
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WC1X8AL 

UNITED KINGDOM 


Telephone No. 

+44(0)20 7 830 0000 
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4*44 (0) 20 7 830 0001 


Teleprinter Ko. 


1 — 1 Adress for correspondence: Mark this check-box where no agent or common representative is/has been appointed and the 
1 1 cpacc above is used instead to indicate a special address to which correspondence should be sent. 
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UG Uganda, ZW Zimbabwe, and any other Siarc which is a Contracting State of the Harare Protocol and of the PCI 
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of the Eurtsian Patent Convention and of the PCT 
H EP European Patent: AT Austria, BE Belgium, CH and LI Switzerland and Lightens td^^ 

DKDcnmark.ESSpain.PlFmlarid,rRFrance.GBUnit«^ 

MC MonacoVNL Netherlands, PT Portugal. SE Sweden, and any other State which is a Contracting State of the European 
Patent Convention and of the PCT 
m OA OAPIPateot: BFBurkinaFaso, BJ Benin. CF Central African RcpublicXG Congo, CI Cdtcd^voire,^^^ 
GAGabon GN Guinea. GW Guinea-Bissau, ML Mali, MR Mauritania, NE Niger S^ 
any other State which is a member State of OAPI and a Contracting Slate of the PCT 

National Patent (if other kind of protection or trtatnmt disired, specify on doned Hne). 
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purposes of the present intemaUon^ appIicaUon is the receiving Office) identified above as item(s): ( ' ) 
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Conwitien for tho Protoction of Industriai Property for which that earner application was filed (Rule llQlbKiQl See Supplemental Box, 
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